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BANKRUPTCY FOR THE NAVAJO SERVICE 


As we go to press, the First Interior Department Deficiency Appropriation 
Bill is hopelessly tied up. Senate-House Conferences have broken down, and there 
is no way of knowing when the Bill may be reported out. In no small part due to 
the efforts of the Association, and its American Indian Fund, this measure contains 
the item of $550,000 necessary to keep the Navajo Schools from closing entirely. 
Navajo school money ran out in April; since then the schools have been kept open 
by borrowing from any and all other funds available to the Navajo Services, This 
borrowing was started at the suggestion of some of the Congressmen concermed with 
the Deficiency Bill, on the tasis that its early passage would enable the various 
funds to be reimbursed, 

The borrowing process has reached the point at which tho entire Navajo 
Service is about to 20 broke. Attempts are being made now to get the essential 
Nava jo Appropriations segregated from the rest of the Bill and enacted separately. 
There appears to be no dispute about these items; the Bill as a whole is snagged 
because of entirely different matters, If the Navajo items do not pass shortly, 
all services to the Navajo will com to a halt, excepnt to the narrow extent that 
they can be continued by loyal officials working unpaid, without authority to pur- 
chase supplies of any kind. The great majority of Indian Service personnel in 
the Navajo country will, we know, stick to their posts, but without monies of any 
kind they will be virtually helpless. 


ADVISORY OO MMITTEE ACTS ON ALASKA 


The Departmant of the Interior's Advisory Committee on Indian Affairs, 
mecting in Washington May 5th-6th, devoted much of the first day to oxtensivo, frank 
debate on the Alaska problem with Department Officials, The Committeo was blunt 
in condemning last year’s Bill; H;R. 7002, or any similar proposal, That bill, 
which was vigorously opposed by the Association, provided for tho settloment of 
native land titles in Alaska »y an arbitrary procedure which ensured the loss to 
the natives of all but a fraction of the lands and the finshdhe territories to which 
they have just claims, and upon which they depend for their very existence, The 
officials took a favorable attitude towards the Committee's findings on the whole. 
The Committee then passed the following resolution defining a positive Alasken 
policy, with good hope that it will be mde the basis of Departmental action whe- 
ther through a request for new legislation embodying the principles sct forth, or 
through direct action under cxisting authorities of the Sccrotary of the Interior: 





PASSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION: 


RESOLVED: That it is the duty of the Secretary of the Intcrior to 
define and establish as rapidly as possible thé title or native of 
Alaska to adequate lands and naturel resources, including fishing 
grounds, to onsure a sound economy, with due regard to their existing 
possessory rights. 

To this end the Secretary should negotiate with the native commni- 
ties, and where suitable, with individuals, to establish by agrecment 
tho territories to be patented to them, such agreemmt to go into effect 
when ratified by vote of the communities concerned. 

4s cases will occur in which agreement cmnot be reached, an im- 
partial tribunal should be established, made up of persons appointed by 
the President and ratified by the Senate, with mthority to determine 
th territories to be patented to the natives concerned, the findings 
of tlat tribunal to be final in regards to lands. 

Any natives who feel themselves azgriewed should be enabled to enter 
suit for indemnity in the U.S. Court of Claims. 

Trust patents should be issued, without my fixed period of term- 
ination of trust, As for the Indians of the United States generally, 
patents should be issued to individuals or to communities according to 
the wishes of the groups concerned. So for the natives of slaska trusts 
should be terminated as the groups concemed becom ready to compete 
with the non-Indian caamunity on even terms. 

In view of the fact that the possessory rights of the native anti- 
date the establishment of the National Forests, lands enclosed within 
Forest Boundaries should be mtented to the natives on the same basis as 
any other lands. 

As the natives’ rights derive from aboriginal occupancy, any reserva- 
tion of minoral rights to the Federal Governmait in the lands patented 
should include provision for pnyment of reasonable royalties to the land 
OWNeTS « 


Since the attack upon the natives’ Alaskan estate began at the end of the 
war, this is by far the most promising development in the struggle. If tho broad 
principles set forth by the Advisory Committec are put into effect, we may oxpect 
Qo just and long overduc settlement of a difficult problem, 


SQ IAL SECURITY 


In the course of the mecting, the Advisory Committee also renffirmed its 
unequivocal stand that there must be no discrimination whatsoever between Indiens 
ond non-Indians in the administration of Social Security. It emphasized the duty 
of the Federal Security Administrator to endorce the law as it stands upon the 
recalcitrant states, Arizona md New Mexico. ss a matter of realism, the Committee 
resolved that temporary, diminishing Federal assistance for Indian Socinl Security 
was cdmissable in cases where © lorge burden wis "abruptly" placed upon « state. 

It further went on record in favor of < system of verinble germts, to enable the 
poorer stutes to give adequate relief to Indian and non~Indian clients aliko. 


OL 
Oliver Be 


"INDIAN AFFAIRS" 


With this issue we resune publication of the Association's News-letter, 
suspended during the war, The news-letter, sent to all our members, to tribal 
council, od to officials, will be brought out fram time to time, when there is 
Indien news of importance calling for promt reporting. 





